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COURSE SYLLABUS
Course Title Course Semester Course Hour/Week Credit ECTS
Code
Research Methods & ARCH 109 1 Theory | Practice
Discourses 2 2 3 5
Course Type Compulsory | Department Faculty University | CoHE (YOK) Other
Courses Elective Elective Elective Compulsory
X

Level of Course Associate Degree Undergraduate Graduate/ Doctoral

(Short Cycle) (First Cycle) (Second /Third Cycle)

X

Language of Instruction ‘ English
Course Instructor(s) Assoc. Prof. Dr. Soad Abokhamis E-mail:

Mousavi Soad.mousavi@arucad.edu.tr

Office: TI OFF18

Course Objectives This course aims to introduce prevalent research methods which are
applicable in all theoretical, elective, and design-based courses.

Additionally, it aims to provide students with a comprehensive understanding
of research methods relevant to their specific field or area of study.
Through a combination of theoretical lectures, practical exercises, and real-
world examples, students will develop the skills necessary to design, conduct,

and analyze research effectively. Emphasis will be placed on critical thinking,

problem-solving, and ethical considerations in research.

Course Learning Outcomes

Students will be able
to:

Teaching Methods

Evaluation Methods

Understand:
Comprehend general
research
methodologies and be
aware of possible
methods in design-
based research

Lectures; in-class
discussion

Class participation

Apply: Conduct
research systematically

Practical exercises,
research sessions

Midterm research
report; final research

paper

Analyze: Read scholarly
texts critically and write
beginner-level scholarly
texts

Practical exercises,
writing development

Midterm research
report; final research

paper
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educational sources
(APA)

Apply: Reference and
cite research texts and

Lecture on APA
referencing;
paraphrasing exercises;
hands-on citation
practice

Midterm research
report; final research

paper

Understand :

issues and use self-

Understand plagiarism

check tools (Turnitin)

Hands-on Turnitin
training session;
plagiarism-awareness
lecture and discussion

Turnitin similarity
report review;
plagiarism self-check
submission

Analyze: Collaborate
through research
communication,
citation, and
engagement with
scholarly sources

lecturer critique and
feedback cycle

feedback-based
revision assessment,
Midterm research
report; final research

paper

Course Content

The course introduces a systematic approach to conducting research work,
from developing a research question via critically reading scholarly texts to
writing individual scholarly texts. It introduces general methodologies of
research and discusses a broad spectrum of disciplines, which might be used
as specific methods/tools in design-based research works. It includes
lectures, in-class training, and research reports.
In addition, this course is designed to introduce students to the Turnitin
platform and guide them in learning how to use its features effectively for
plagiarism self-check purposes. Through a combination of lectures, hands-on
exercises, and practical assighments, students will gain a comprehensive
understanding of plagiarism and its implications.

COURSE OUTLINE/SCHEDULE

Week

Topic

Implementation
(theory/practice)

Classwork

1 General Introduction to the course.

What is research? Definitions of terms,
research process, types of research,
research outline.

T

2 Research types

Descriptive research, comparative
research, problem-solving research.
Structure of research paper, Research
guestion, Online search.

T/P Introducing TURNITIN and

plagiarism checking process.

3 Literature review.
Literature search, Sources, Note taking,
Paraphrasing. Techniques for

paraphrasing.

Developing reading and writing.

T/P
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Referencing.

Plagiarism, Authorship, APA Manual style,
Paraphrasing (exercise).

Developing reading and writing.

T/P

Introducing the Midterm
paper, computer lab
research.

Reading and annotating.

Analyzing a text rhetorically, identifying
claim, claim of fact, claim of value, claim
of policy.

Developing reading and writing
(Introducing the Midterm paper).

T/P

Developing reading and writing
(Developing the Midterm paper).

Developing Midterm paper,
computer lab research.

Developing reading and writing

T/P

Developing Midterm paper,
computer lab research.

Academic writing and paragraph
development.
Midterm paper Submission

T/P

Academic writing and paragraph
development.

Tips for writing.

Developing reading and writing

10

Data collection.

Nature of data, primary data, secondary
data, qualitative and quantitative data.
Developing reading and writing

T/P

Computer lab research.

11

Methodology (types).

Qualitative and quantitative, interview,
focus group, participant observation and
questionnaires.

Developing reading and writing

T/P

Computer lab research.

12

Field work.

Field observation, field note, research
sample: Tilting (Robert Mellin).
Developing reading and writing (final

paper).

T/P

Introducing the final paper,
computer lab research.

13

Structure of research paper.
Developing reading and writing (final

paper).

T/P

Developing the final paper,
computer lab research.

14

Developing reading and writing (Final
paper).

Developing the final paper,
computer lab research.

15

Developing reading and writing (Final
paper).

Developing the final paper,
computer lab research.

16

Final Exam

Required Course
Material(s) /
Reading(s) / Text
Book(s)

Lucas R., (2016). Research Methods for Architecture. London: Laurence King
Publishing. Call No: NA2000.L83 2016

Milton A., Rodgers, (2013). Research methods for product design. London: Laurence
King Publishing. Call No: TS171.4 .M78 2013
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Leavy P.,. (2017). Research design. New York: Guilford Press. Call No: H62 .L396 2017

Recommended Peoples K., Sage Publications. (2021). How to write a phenomenological dissertation.
Course Material(s) / | Los Angeles: SAGE Publications, Inc. Call No: B829.5 .P3634 2021
Reading(s) / Other

ASSESSMENT
Learning Activities NUMBER WEIGHT
(%)
Mid-Term 1 40
Quiz - -
Assignment - -
Project - -
Field Study - -
Presentation / Seminar - -
Studio Practice - -
Other (class participation) - -
Contribution of Final Examination/Final Project/ Dissertation to the Final 1 60
Grade
TOTAL 100
CONTRIBUTION OF COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES TO PROGRAMME LEARNING OUTCOMES
N | PROGRAMME LEARNING OUTCOMES Level of
o] Contribution (1-
lowest / 5-
highest)
112|345
1 | Understand architectural history, theory, and cultural heritage, including the X
relationship between local/vernacular traditions and global architectural discourse.
2 | Understand the technical knowledge and the principles of structural systems, X
building technology, environmental performance, and construction processes as
integrated components of architectural design.
3 | Comprehend sustainability, ecological sensitivity, and climate-responsive design X
principles and their application across different scales of the built environment.
4 | Recognize the legal, ethical, and professional frameworks governing architectural X
practice, including relevant codes, standards, universal ethical values, and the
principles of project management and cost estimation.
5 | Apply creative and critical design thinking to develop holistic architectural solutions X
that respond to spatial, environmental, cultural, and social challenges at local,
national, and global scales.
6 | Produce professional drawings, models, technical documentation, and X
digital/parametric visualizations that effectively communicate architectural proposals
at all stages of design.
7 | Conduct systematic, evidence-based research and apply critical evaluation methods X
to inform and validate design decisions throughout the design process.
8 | Integrate interdisciplinary knowledge — spanning art, engineering, ecology, and X
social sciences — to produce innovative and contextually sensitive design outcomes.
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9 | Demonstrate professional and ethical responsibility, with sensitivity to X

environmental sustainability, socio-cultural diversity, and the well-being of
communities served by architectural practice.

1 | Collaborate effectively in interdisciplinary and intercultural teams, demonstrating X
leadership, communication, and project management competencies in design and
professional contexts.

1 | Communicate architectural ideas persuasively and clearly in verbal, visual, and X
1 | written form to professional, academic, client, and public audiences.
1 | Engage in continuous self-reflection, lifelong learning, and active contribution to the X
2 | evolving architectural profession at local, regional, and international levels.
ECTS / STUDENT WORKLOAD
ACTIVITIES NUMBER UNIT HOUR TOTAL
(WORKLOAD)
Course Teaching / Practice Hour 15 1 4 60
(weeks/total course hours)
Assignment
Midterm Project 1 1 30 30
Field Study / Project
Final Project 1 1 40 40
TOTAL WORKLOAD 130
TOTAL WORKLOAD / 25 5.2
ECTS 5

ETHICAL RULES WITH REGARD TO THE COURSE

Plagiarism Disclaimer

Detected and undetected plagiarism is a serious offense at any time and can have devastating effects on your
degree results and future professional life.

Plagiarism is easy to avoid if you ensure that you properly identify and acknowledge your sources and do not
copy directly from visual examples, designs, or notes that have themselves been taken word-for-word from
your sources.
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ASSESSMENT DETAILS AND EVALUATION CRITERIA

Final grades will be determined based on the course learning activities and the assessment details for the final
examination or project, as outlined below, in accordance with the University’s Education and Examination
Regulations.

Students are required to attend at least 70% of the classes. The maximum allowable absenteeism is 30%.

The assessment for this course comprises a written midterm research report testing the development of
comprehension of research methods to that point in time. A 2nd research report submitted between the
midterm and final exam period is assessed in terms of progression. The topics are chosen from a selection of
the lecturer or suggested by the students and approved by the lecturer. The final research paper evolves from
the 2nd research report, considering the critique and feedback of the lecturer as to comprehension and
application of research methods. Research reports and papers may be individual or group work. The details of
topics and assessment criteria of the assignments are handed out to students separately during the course.
Mid-term paper (40%), and Final paper (60%) marks will be combined to give an overall assessment mark for
this course

PREPARED BY Asst. Prof. Dr. Ehsan Daneshyar-

UPDATED Asst. Prof. Dr. Olgica Grcheva (20.09.2024)-
Assoc.Prof.Dr Soad Abokhamis Mousavi(September 2025)

APPROVED




